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7. Summary Description:

Bunting Place, also known as the Mapp farm or Nickawampus farm, is tocated on the east side of
Drummondiown Roead (Route 603) on the north side of the town of Wachapreague, Accomack
County, Virginia. Situated at the end of a long farm lane, the norminated dwelling and outbuildings
are located on a rectangular parcel of fand surrounded by farm fields as well as Nickawampus
Creek to the northeast. Built around 1826 on axis with the entrance lane, the two-story, five-bay,
brick-encied frame house is supported on a raised Flemish bond brick foundation with cellar, and
the medium pitched gable roof is covered with a layer of wood shingles. The front and rear walls
of the center hall/single pile plan main block are sheathed with original beaded weatherboards,
while the gable ends are laid in Flemish bond brick. The main block is ifluménated on the first floor
with original nine-over-six sash windows, while the second floor is lighted by six-over-six sash
windows. The window openings are flanked by early 19" century louvered shutters,

Attached to the southeast gable end of the main block is a 1%-story frame wing that
provided original service to the house and serves presently as a modern kitchen. The early 19%-
century service wing joins two additional sections extending the main block in a stepped or
telescope form widely imptemented on the Eastern Shore of Virginia, Directly adjacent to the 19™-
century kitchen is slightly shorter two-bay hyphen or ¢olonnade section ereeted during the 19803
when restoration of the main block was accomplished. The modern hyphen joined a formerly
detached outbuilding, thereby creating the characteristic stepped or telescoping profile. At the same
time a modern rear wing and porch were buiit as well,

Joining the houwse on the nominated acreage are two historic outbuildings, a gable-front
frame barn and a rectangular frame corn house, es well as a small family cemetery containing four
family burials. The barn, corn house, and cemetery are contributing resources for the nomination.
The burtals include the graves for Solomon Bunting, his wife, Susannah, and son Thomas C.
Bunting and grandson George Bunting. A modarn 1 Y:-story garape and a seven-sided gazebo are
two modern structures that are non-contributing resources.

Detailed Description

Bunting Place is located on the north side of the town of Wachapreague, Accomack County,
Virginia, and the house is situated at the end of a long farm Jane, which intersects Route 605, The
entrance lane is oriettted on a northeast/'southwest axis and is in line with the front door of the two-
story, five-bay main block. Nickawsmpus Creek borders the 95-acre farm on its northeast side.
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The two-story, center hall plan, brick-ended frame house is supported on a Flemish bong brick
foundation with cellar. The front and rear walls are sheathed with original beaded weatherboards,
whereas the gable ends are laid in Flemish bond with g single stepped watertable. Attached to the
gable end is a story-and-a-half kitchen wmg that is contemporaneous with the main block. Attached
to the southeast end of the kitchen wing is a single-story, mrn-l;?v hyphen which connects a‘former
single story, gable-front summer kitchen. Extending the enrly 19™-century kitchen wing and modern
hyphen to the northeast is a single-story wing and porch addition. The various medium pitched
gable roofs are covered with wood shingles.

The southwest (main) elevation of the fwo-story, center hall plan dwelling is defined by a
symmetrical five-bay fagade with a center entrance and flanking nine-over-six sash windows. The
double-leaf front door, finished with restored gain-painted panels, is sheltered by an early 20"
centiry gahle roofed front portice supported by slender Tuscan columns. The windows are flanked
by early 19%-century shutters fitted with parliament type hinges and twisted, wrought-iron shutter
hooks, The foundation is pierced by original grilted openings that have horizontal cross-sectioned
bars and molded surrounds. Lighting the second floor is a series of five symmetrically placed six-
over-six sash windows retaining louvered shutters as well. The base of the roof is rimmed with
a boxed comice with original bed and crown moldings.

The northwest gable end is laid in Flemish bond with a single-stepped watertable. Two
window openinps fitted with six-over-three sash windows pierce the upper gable end. The edge of
the roof is tiinmed with a narrow bargeboard. Rising through the gabie end is an intenior end brick
stack.

The northeast (rear) elevation is a five-bay fagade with a center entrance sheftered by a
single-story gable roofed portico featuring Tuscan columns. The first and second floors, like the
front wall, retain six-over-six sash windows and louvered shutters. The base of the roof is finished
with a boxed comice,

The southeast brick gable end of the main block is partially covered by a story-and-a-half,
two=bay frame kitchen wing. The southwest wall of the lotchen is defined by a six-over-six sash
window and a door opening sheltered by a gable roofed hood. A pair of gable roofed dormenrs fitted
with six-over-six sash windows light the upper floor. Piercing the gable end brick wall above the
wing roof is a pair of six-over-three sash windows. The edge of the roof is finished with a
bargeboard, and an brick stack rises through the gable end.

Extending farther to the southeast is & single-story, two-bay frame hyphen sheathed with
plain weatherboards and covered with a wood shingle roof. Two six-over-six sash windows mark
the southwest hyphen wall and are flanked by louvered shutters. Last in the series of sections is the
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formerly detached summer kitchen that has a pable-front roof orientation. The southwest wall is
pierced by a centerad door with a six-over-six sash window over it. The edge of the roof hasa
flush gable end finished with a plain bargeboard. Rising against the northwest wall of the summer
kitchen is an exterior brick chimney stack finished with corbelled shoulders and cap.

The interior of the main block has survived with a very high percentage of its original early
lBﬂ‘—century woodwork. Built against the south wall of the passage is a closed string staircase fitted
with slender newel posts topped by molded caps and a series of narrow rectangular balusters. The
newel posts and balusters support a rectangular cross-sectioned handrail finished with cotner beads.
A six-pane] door with restored graining decoration opens into a small ctoset beneath the staircase.
The perimeter of the passage is timmed with 19%century paint decorated baseboard and chair rail
moldings. A section of beaded edge peg rail is imbedded in the south passage wall. The front and
rear split ieaf paneled deors have restored paint decoration based on microscopic analysis of original
surfaces. On the north passage wall an early 19"‘-centut}' Federal period architvave frames a six-
panel door that opens injo the partor. The door has been regrained according to the paint research,
A stylized mahogany patiern covers the rails and stiles, while a yellow ochre maple pattern with
delicate guadrant-cornered line borders distinguishes the paneis.

The parlor is the most elaborately finished room in the house. Greek Revival corner block
surrounds frame the passage door as well as each of the nine—over-six sash window openings. The
window muntins have a Gothic point profile. Chair rail extends around the perimeter of the room
along with a high molded baseboard. The chimney stack is embellished with a late Federal period
mantel with paneled pilasters rising to a five-part block frieze. The end blocks are embellished with
five-point stars. The center btock and the recessed adjacent panels are distinguished in green, which
contrasts with the greyish black marbling found on the balance of the mantel. Stretching across the
top of the frieze is a broken profile shelf featuring a dentiled bed molding. The thin board atop the
shelf is painted in a contrasting reddish brown color. The ceiling has been enriched with a modern
crown molding.

On the opposite side of the passage is the dining room, which features a marbled Federal
mantel and a built-in cupboard. The window and door openings are framed by Federal ogee
backband architraves. The Federal mantel has a molded firebox surround on which rests a three-part
block friez: and molded mantet shetf. The entire mantel is covered with the greyish-btack marbling.
The adjacent cupboard visually resis atop the Federal chair rail, and a four-panel cupboard door is
framed by Federal ogee backband architrave. The dining room is fitted with period chair rail and
basebonrd moldings. A modemn crown molding has been installed in this room as well.

The second floor is divided by a second floor passage with a small room partitioned in the
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front end of the upstairs passage for a bathroom. To the north and south are large chambers
featuning relatively plain Federal mantels as well as simple chair rail and baseboard moldings.
The north chamber is entered through 2 stx-panei door that is grained in a similar mahogany and
maple pattern as found on the first floor. The north chamber mante] is flanked by modern closets
fitted with six-panel doors.

Distinguishing the south chamber entrance is a contrasting grained yellow-pine six-panet
door. The south chamber has an original closet to the right of the fireplace. -

From the second floor passage the staircase continues to an unfinished attic, which is entered
through a beaded board-and-batten door. The roof framing remains original with pinned mortise-
and-tenon peak joints and half-dovetatled collars stabilizing the common raflers. Mature cut nails
are found throughout the roof framing and wide pine floor boards.

The contemporaneous kitchen wing houses a modern kitchen. The interior refains an
enclosed ladder type stair that is hidden behind by horizontal wide pine boards finished with beaded
edges and fastened with cut nails. The lofi above the kitchen has been modemized as another
chamber. The room retains wide pine flooring.

The interior of the modern hyphen is furnished as a library. The north wall is distinguished
by & Federa! mantel and built-in cupboard, whereas the opposite wall features a full wall of built
in library shelving with paneied doors below and glazed doors above. The ceiling has a slight vault,

The interior of the fourth section was extensively reworked when the restoration took place.

A ladder type stair provides access to a second floor loft. The room is dominated by a large cooking
fireplace and exposed, hand-hewn joists. Located on the north side of the hyphen and old summer
kitchen is the single story wing that houses a downstairs bedroom suite.

The outbuildings on the property include a rehabilitated gable-front frame barn supported
on a poured concrete floor and brick foundation. The exterior has been completely renewed with
plain weatherboard siding, and the structure is covered with wood shingles. Standing on the north
side of the barn is a rectangular frame corn house. These are the only historic outhuildings
remaining on the property. Located on the opposite side of the vard is a seven-sided gazebo with
turned posts and sawn brackets. Located in the center of the backyard is the Bunting family
cemetery which contains fowr marked burials.
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8. Statement of Significance

Bunting Place is architecturally significant as defined in Criteria C. The two-story, five-bay
dwelling is representative of a regtonally distinctive method of construction with timber frame front
and rear walls sandwiched between Flemish bond brick gable ends, This regionally distinctive
method of construction is interpreted as a thrifty manner in which to gain the solidity and safety
inherent in masonry wall construction around fireplaces, and at the same time save in materials cost
with less expensive timber ffame front and rear walls. The exterior of the main block retains a very
high degree of inhe:grity with much of its exterior fabric infact.

The interior is fitted wnh fingly executed Federal/Greek Revival ingpired woodwork
characteristic of the early 19 century. The six principal spaces—parlor, passage, dining room,
second floor passage and two chambers—are largely intact with only minor aspects of woodwork
restoration or angmentation.

Particularly significant and singularly outstanding in Accomack County are the 19th-century
paint schemes. Restored to their original brilliance through microscopic examination, paint removal
and repainting, the decorative paint surfaces dominate the principal first floor rooms and to a lesser
degree the second fioor chambers, There is a wide variety of painting techniques, some of which
are vnmatched by other examples on the Eastern Shore, according to the paint anatysis.{1) Inherent
in the wondwork and paint finishes in the house s a deftnite hierarchy in elaboration from the most
formal and detailed room—ithe parlor—10 the plainer second floor chambers.

The exterior design and construction as well as the woodwork and paint hierarchy ingide are
architecturally significant in the manner and fort in which they clearty demonstrate 1Sth-century
agesthetic and organizational priorities as manifested in an upper level meschant-pianter’s dwelling.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Merchant-planter Solomeon Bunting (1788-1850) financed construction of this two-story, center hall
plan dwelling after his purchase of a 365-acre tract in March 1826 (2) Solomon Bunting paic John
Finney and his wife Margaret $4,811.33 for the plantation bordering a branch of Wachapreague
Creek. Local oral tradition holds that an 18™.century complex formerly located on the property
burned, thereby necessitating the construction of the new house on the same site. This tradition has
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has not been verified in any archaeological investigation. The mature cut nails found throughout
the main block and wing as well as the Federal/Greek Revival character of the woodwork
comfortably date the house to Solomon Bunting’s occupancy.

At the same time as the purchase of the Wachapregue Creek property, Solomon Bunting and
his wife Susannab sold some of their interests in property in Locustville.(3) For the sum of
$1,145.75, the Buntings transferred to Witliam Elliott,

“...the Lot and appurtenances in Locust Ville now occupied by said Bunting excluding the
new Smoke house and the garden vegetables to the use of the said Bunting and also the Gate
and Gate Posts said lot being bounded as follows to wit Eastwardly by the seaside County
road”

The property conveyed to William Elliott contained three acres, including the “rew Store house
recently builr by said Bunting.” In a slightly earlier transfer dated 1824, Smith Ashley conveyed to
Solomon Bunting and Wiltiam Elliott, late merchants trading under the firm of Bunting, Elliott &
Co., a group of six slaves, two horses, one yoke of oxen and “wayne (sic) and wheels,” sixtesn head
of cattle or cows, as well as one riding gig and harness.(4)
By testimony of the house he built and land and slaves that he owned, Solomon Bunting was
a very successful merchant-planter in Accomack County during the first half of the nineteenth
century. He [ived long enough to be ennmereted in the seventh census (1850) of the United States.
Solomon Bunting is listed as a farmer with an estate valued at $8,000, and he is grouped in the
census with his wife “Catherine,” and another female, Susan Hargis.(S) Solomon Bunting died the
same year on July | 1%, and was interred ina grave located between the house and the creek.{6) His
wife “Susangh C. Bunting,” died shortly thereafter in October, and she is buried direcily adjacent.
As directed in his will, written in 1848 and proved in August 1850 following his death, the
Wachapreague Creek farm passed 10 his son Thomas C. Bunting. Solomon Bunting bequeathed
gome additional land o his son Thomas as wall as “my two large looking glagses in the parlor,” “my
walnut desk,” “my silver tea spoons,” as well as “the fifth choice of beds and furniture,”(7)
Thomas C. Bunting maintained the family mercantile business during the third quarter of
the nineteenth century. He is listed in the ninth census (1870) of the United States as a retail
merchant with an impressive valuation of real estate and personal property totaling $21,000, He
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is grouped with his wife Maria, aged 45, and several children. Thomas and Maria’s son, C. L.
Bunting, is identified as a “clerk in store.”(8)

Shortly after the 1870 census, Thomas C. Bunting sold his parent’s farm to William S. Hope
for $10,000(9) The entire 365-acre tract was transferred, excepting the family graveyard. Thomas
C. Bunting died on QOctober 1, 1877 and was buried next to his parents in the family plot.

The Bunting farm remained under the tenure of William 8. Hope until his death in 1894
when his estate was divided among his surviving children, John T. F. Hope, George W. Hope, and
James F. Hope.(10} Join T. F. Hope ended up with the Wachapreague Creek farm, and in 1907
passed it on to his daughter, Sadie A. Mapp.(11) According to John T. F. Hope’s will he resided in
Somerset County, Maryland, while his daughter Sadie occupied the old Bunting house. Sadie A,
Mapp retained title to the farm until forectosure in 1934, By that time the property had been reduced
to 95.10 acres.(12) During the second half of the twentieth century the farm has been held by a
series of owners. The present residents purchased the farm with 95,10 acres in August 1981 and
proceeded through a painstaking restoration of the main house.{13}

Endnotes

1 Croxson and Ward, “Distinctive Decorative Features of Bunting Place.” No date.

2 Accomack County Land Record, 22/117, 16 March 1826. Accomack County Courthouse,
Accomae, Virginia.

3 Accomack County Land Record, 22/143, 18 March 1826, Accomack County Courthouse,
Accomac, Virginia.

4  Accomack County Land Record, 21/320, 14 December 1824, Accomack County Courthguse,
Accomac, Virginia.

5 Seventh Census of the United States, Population Schedule for Accomack County, Virginia,
transcribed by Patticia Scherzinger, Heritage Books, 1988, p. 106,

& Inscription on tombstone at Bunting Place,
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7 Accomack County Will Book, 1846-1882 folio 85, proved 29 August 1850, Accomack
County Courthouse, Accomag, Virginig,

8 Ninth Census of the United States, Population Schedule for Accomack County, Virginia,
wanscribed by Gail M. Walozyk, Peter’s Row, 1999, p. 173,

9 Accomack County Land Record, 47/575, 22 July {872, Accomack County Courthouse,
Accomac, Virginia.

10 Agcomack County Will Book, 1882-1901 folio 278, proved 27 February 1894, Accomack
County Courthouse, Accomac, Virginia.

11 Accomack County Will Book, 1904-1920, folio 207, proved 8 November 1907, Accomack
County Courthouse, Accomac, Virginia.

12 Accomack County Land Record, 145/353, 17 July 1934, Accomack County Courthouse,
Agcomae, Virginia.

13 Accomack County Land Record, 441/122, 6 August 1981, Accomack County Courthouse,
Accomag, Virginia,



NP3 Fotn 10-5M-4 OMB Ma. 10240018

5-9)
United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service
National Register of Historic Places {Bunting Place)
Continuation Sheet (Wachapreague vicinity, Accomack County)

Section _ 9 ., Page 9

Bibliography

Accomack County Land Records, various volumes, Accomack County Courthouse.
Accomack County Plat Records, various volumes, Accmnack County Courthouse.
Accomack County Will Books, various volumes, Accomack Connty Courthouse.

Croxson and Ward, “Distinctive Decorative Feainres of Bunting Place,” no date.

Forman, H, Chandlee. The Virginia Eastern Shore and Its British Origing, Easton, Maryland:
Eastern Shore Publishers® Associates, 1975,

Scherzinger, Patricia ed. Seventh Census of the United States, Population Schedule for
Accomack County, Virginia, 1988,

Walczyk, Gail M. ed. Ninth Census of the United States, Population Schedule for Accomack
County, Virginia, Peter's Row, 1999,




NPS Form 10.H0-5 OMBE No. 1424018
(3-56)
United S¢tates Department of the Interior

Mafions! Park Service

National Register of Historic Places (Bunting Place)
Centinuation Sheet (Wachapreague vicinity, Accomack County)

Section 10 ,Page 10

Boundary Description

The nominated 35 acres is located east of Route 605 (Drummondtown Road) northwest of the
town of Wachapreague. The 35-acre parcel is part of a larger 95-acre farm that is designated
Parcel 48 on Accomack County Tax Map 103, The boundary of the nominated acreage begins
at a point along Nickawampus Creek at 8 common point for the boundary of the Bolovan
acreage and the property of Mason Lang Mapp (Parcel 50 to the north, and thence by and with
the course of Nickawampus Creek to a gt on the south side of the Bolovan property, and
thence in & southwesterly direction along the south line of the Bolovan property following the
course of the said gut for a distance of approximately 1200” to a point on the boundary line
separating the Bolovan acreage and the land of Paul Frederick Berge (Parcel 40) and thence ina
northwesterly direction across the full width of the Bolovan acreage for approximately 1500°
feot to a point on the boundary line separating the Bolovan acreage and the lot of Mason Lang
Map (Parcet 49), and thence in a northeasterly direction by and with the conitnon boundary line
for approximately 600° feet to the place of beginning on the shoreline of said creek, and
including approximately 35 acres, more or less.

Boundary Justification

The thirty-five acres delineated within the nominated boundary inctudes the ground immediately
surrounding the nominated house and at the same time leaves a clear protective buffer between
the house, outbuildings, cemetery and the historic shoreline of Nickawampus Creek that
remains in & pristing undeveloped state. The southwest boundary line separates the nominated
acreage from the balance of the farm {approximately 60 acres), which does not contribute to the
historical significance of the property.
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Photograph List

The following photographs of Bunting Place in Accomack County were taken by Panl Touart on
July 24, 2002. The negatives are filed at the Virginia Department of Historic Resources under
negative number 20127,

Southwest Elevation

Southwest Elevation

Southeast Elevation

Northwest Elevation

Northwest Eievation

Northeast Elevation with Bunting Cemetery in Foreground
Portico, Southwest Elevation

Northeast Elevation of Modern Wing

. Barn and Com Crib, Southeast Elevation
10. Barn, Southeast Elevation

11. Gazebo, Northwest Elevation

12. Garage, Southeast Elevation

13, Center Passage

14. Parlor Mantei

15. Parlor Door Architrave

16, Dining Reom Mantel and Cupboard

17, South Chamber and Closet
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